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Looking Back 
Over 1,600 middle school students in the state of Oregon participated in the Adopt a Farmer 

program this year. With 18 classrooms and farmers around the state, more students engaged 

in agriculture through this program than ever before. From grass seed and row crop farms to 

dairies and a ranch, the ag experiences varied from school to school. In the classroom, activi-

ties ranged from making dirt babies and playing the Farming Game to exploring the food 

chain from farm to plate and discussing genetics. Woodlawn School students, thank you for 

adopting a farmer this year! 
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sheep. 

Connect with Us 
For more information on how you can 

support or stay involved in this       

program, please get in touch.  
 

Agri-Business Council of Oregon  

7360 SW Hunziker Rd, Ste 102  

Portland, Oregon 97223  

(503) 595-9121  

info@aglink.org 

www.oregonfresh.net  
 

Follow, ask questions and tag us!  

      
            

           facebook.com/adoptafarmer  
            

           @adopt_a_farmer  
 

           @adoptafarmer  

 

            @adoptafarmer  

Farmers 
Anna Scharf, Perrydale 

Chris Eggert, Aurora 

Cindy Cook, Albany 

Corey Dickman, Mt. Angel 

Dave & Diane Kunkel,  

     Sauvie Island/Portland 

Dan Hammelman, Mt. Angel  

Denver Pugh, Shedd 

Jesse Rue, Silverton 

Jon Iverson, Woodburn 

Keith Nantz, Maupin 

Leigh Geschwill, Woodburn 

Marie Bowers, Harrisburg 

Marilee Morrow & Lauren Lucht, Mollala 

Molly McCarger, Gervais 

Peter & Tina Kenagy, Albany 

Rod Volbeda, Salem 

Ryan Bennett, Salem 

Skip Gray, Albany 

Schools 
Astor School, Portland 
Chehalem Valley MS, Newberg 
Laurel Ridge MS, Sherwood 
Mark Twain MS, Silverton 
Meadow Park MS, Beaverton 
Parrish MS, Salem 
Peninsula School, Portland 
Rachel Carson Environmental 
  MS, Beaverton 
Roosevelt MS, Eugene 
Sacred Heart School, Gervais 
Scott School, Portland 
St. Luke School, Woodburn 
St. Mary School, Stayton 
St. Paul School, Eugene 
Victor Point School, Silverton 
Woodlawn School, Portland 
Yamhill-Carlton Intermediate 
   School, Carlton 
 

Support 
The Adopt a Farmer program is made possible by amazing       
volunteer farmers as well as generous contributions from   
Northwest Farm Credit Services, Sunstone Farms, Wilco and 
countless others. 

From monetary donations to assistance on field trips and in the 
classroom, we are very thankful for all the support we receive 
from the agriculture community in Oregon. 



Ag Facts 
 Approximately 1 in 12 

Oregonians’ jobs are 

tied to agriculture.  

 Oregon helps feed the 

U.S. (and the world) 

with about 80% of 

product going out of 

state and 50% over-

seas. 

 Today, one farmer 

feeds about 155    

people, compared to 

25 in 1960.  

 Over 230 commodities 

are grown in the state 

of Oregon, which is 

the 3rd most in the 

U.S. behind Florida 

and California.  

 The average size of 

the 38,000+ farms in 

Oregon is 425 acres.  

 An acre is about the 

size of a football field. 

Approximately 16.5 

million acres are 

farmed in Oregon.  

 Over 97% of farms in 

Oregon are family 

owned. 

 Linn County is the 

grass seed capital of 

the world. 

 Oregon grows over 

99% of hazelnuts in 

the U.S. 

 Oregon’s top grossing 

commodity is     

greenhouse/nursery 

products. 

On the Farm 
During the field trip to visit Farmers Dave and Diane, students were exposed to a variety of different aspects of agriculture at 
Columbia Farms on Sauvie Island. With 9 different stations to rotate through, all the students were able to see a snapshot of 
how many pieces come together for a successful harvest each year, including different types of seeds, wheat storage and 
transportation, u-pick market, Good Ag Practices (GAP) certification, equipment, technology (GPS), chemical usage/storage, 
the dike system and the Columbia River. After visiting all the stations, playing with Kimber the puppy, riding on the ATV and 
honking horns in the tractors, everyone ate lunch before getting on the bus to head back to school. 

 

Farmers Dave & Diane  

Off the Farm 
 

Playing on their iPod/radio: 

Country Music  

Favorite sports team: 

Go Blazers!!! 

Favorite breakfast cereal: 

Rice Chex or Honey Nut Cheerios 

Favorite board game: 

Sequence 

Favorite subject in school: 

Literature 

Hobbies outside of the farm: 

Diane: sewing 

Dave: hunting and fishing 

 

 

In the Classroom 
Farmers Dave and Diane visited Woodlawn School twice this year. The first time, 
they talked about the farm more in depth and brought some seeds to look at as 
well as silage to smell. Mr. Child and Farmer Dave were among the few who 
thought it smelled good. Many students thought it smelled like sourdough bread.  

During the second classroom visit with Farmers Dave and Diane, students learned 
about the elements necessary for plants to grow: nutrients (soil), sunlight, water 
and carbon dioxide. After a brief refresher on the process of photosynthesis, each 
student made a “dirt baby” by placing grass seed in the bottom of a nylon sock, 
packing it with soil and watering it. Eventually, grass started growing, which 
looked like hair and students gave their “dirt babies” haircuts. 

Grown by Columbia Farms 
For over 35 years, Farmers Dave and Diane have been taking care of their land on Sauvie Island. Columbia Farms consists of 
over 2,000 acres where a variety of crops are grown, including grass and clover for seed, soft white wheat to sell primarily to 
Asian markets for noodles, as well as strawberries, raspberries, blueberries, marionberries, boysenberries, blackberries, toma-
toes, peppers, flowers and pumpkins for wholesale and u-pick. For more information, visit www.columbiafarmsu-pick.com.  

 


